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Countermeasures

Cooperate with local law 
enforcement

Change routines, routes,
times, and speeds

Prevent crime,
maintain security

Look for suspicious
persons/activities

Think ahead and
choose safer options

Blend in, don’t be an
easily identified target

The Greatest Security Countermeasure is YOUR Knowledge & Situational Awareness 



Ground Travel



Ground Travel
• Renting a car

• Familiarizing yourself with your car

• Getting Directions

• Driving under surveillance



Renting a Car

Which car should you 
choose?

1) An older model car with 
non-distinctive markings

2) A new, oversized SUV which 
will provide you with added 
protection if in an accident

3) A recent model, medium-
size, sedan

You are deciding which 

car to rent - you wisely 

decided not to rent a 

sports car



Inspecting Your Vehicle

When do you inspect your 
rental car?

1) Prior to leaving the rental car 
parking lot and every time the 
vehicle is left in an unsecured 
location

2) After the car is parked in an 
unsecured location

3) At the earliest convenient time

You know you should

 inspect and 

familiarize yourself 

with your rental car



Getting Directions

What should you do?

1) Ask the clerk at the rental 
car counter

2) Use your hotel’s courtesy 
phone to call and ask for 
directions

3) Call the hotel from a cell 
phone and ask for 
directions to their location 
using major highways

You need directions

to drive to the hotel



Driving Under Surveillance

What should you do?

1) Drive at normal speed to a public 
location or the front of your hotel, 
avoiding chokepoints and getting 
boxed in

2) Slow down and let the truck pass, 
make eye contact with driver, get 
a description of the driver

3) Turn off onto a side street and 
park in an ally to lose the persuer

You suspect that you

are being tailed – 

you know that you should not 

try to outrun the other vehicle



Vehicle Improvised Explosive Device
• Inspecting the vehicle

• Finding a suspicious package

• Changing Plans



Inspecting the Vehicle

What should you do first?

1) Carefully inspect the exterior, but 
since the car was locked don’t 
examine the interior, trunk, engine, or 
fuel door 

2) Open and inspect the engine 
compartment and trunk.  Alert the 
hotel manager if  evidence of 
tampering

3) Without touching the car, inspect the 
exterior to include wheel wells and 
undercarriage.  Alert the hotel 
manager or police if any sign of 
tampering

You are in a hurry,

but you remember

to inspect your car



Finding a Suspicious Package

What should you do?

1) Carefully remove the box and call 
the police to confiscate it

2) Tell the hotel staff that someone 
has tampered with your vehicle 
and have them contact the 
authorities

3) Perform a careful inspection of 
the box, looking for protruding 
wires and oil spots

You are inspecting

your car and you find a

suspicious package



Cooperate with local law 
enforcement

Change routines, routes,
times, and speeds

Prevent crime,
maintain security

Look for suspicious
persons/activities

Think ahead and
choose safer options

Blend in, don’t be an
easily identified target
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