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Air Travel



Air Travel
▪ Planning for your trip

▪ Selecting your route

▪ Choosing a seat

▪ Packing for your trip

▪ Moving through the airport

▪ Encountering danger



Countermeasures

Cooperate with local law 
enforcement

Change routines, routes,
times, and speeds

Prevent crime,
maintain security

Look for suspicious
persons/activities

Think ahead and
choose safer options

Blend in, don’t be an
easily identified target



Preparing for Your Trip
What is your first step?
1) Ask for current threat information 

for Saudi Arabia and the Middle 
East, read the current State 
Department Travel Advisory and 
Country Fact Sheet on the Internet

2) Call the Saudi Embassy in 
Washington, DC to ask for 
information on their country

3) Call the State Department to try to 
learn more about Saudi history and 
customs, read the current State 
Department Travel Advisory and 
Country Fact Sheet on the Internet

You are going TDY

to the Middle East



Selecting Your Route

What city should you book your 
flight through?

You are booking

your flight

1) Connect with a two-hour 
layover in Frankfurt, Germany

2) Connect with a one-hour 
layover in Amman, Jordan

3) Connect with a four-hour 
layover in Frankfurt, Germany



Choosing a Seat

What should you pick?

1) Middle seat, rear of the 
aircraft

2) Window seat, middle of the 
aircraft

3) Aisle seat, front of the 
aircraft

You must choose a

seat for your trip



Packing for the Trip

What should you pack?

1) Pack a military duffel bag and wear 
your uniform

2) Use a standard civilian suitcase and 
wear plain clothing

3) Use an oversized suitcase with a 
“USA” label and wear your uniform

You are packing



Moving Through the Airport

What should you do?

1) Phone ahead to headquarters in 
Riyadh to let them know when you 
will be arriving

2) Go straight to the gate where your 
transfer plane will be leaving and 
stay at the gate 

3) Find a remote area of the airport 
terminal with few people to avoid 
areas that would likely be targeted

In between legs of

your trip, you have

a two-hour layover – 

you know that you

remain in the secured

section of the airport



Airplane Hijacking

Ideas for immediate 
response

• Be alert, remain calm

• Encourage others to remain 
calm

• Try to understand the 
developing situationThe plane has been

skyjacked 



Airplane Hijackings Things to Consider

Remain Calm, 

Comply with Demands

Continuously Evaluate the 

Situation

Do hijackers closely 
monitor activities of 

passengers?

Is a Federal Air 
Marshall on the 

aircraft?

Is someone 
in a position 
to resist the 
hijackers?

Do hijackers 
demand ID from 

passengers?

Are passengers 
singled out based 
on nationality or 

affiliation?

Are pilots left in 
control of the 

plane?

How heavily 
armed are the 

hijackers?

Are passengers 
able to place calls 
to people on the 

ground?

What is the 
hijackers’ 

destination?
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